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WELCOME

Welcome to the Faculty of Life Sciences (LIFE) at the University of
Copenhagen. We hope that your stay with us will be academically reward-
ing as well as an enjoyable personal and cultural experience.

Coming to a new educational institution raises many questions — academic
as well as practical - e.g. how is teaching organized?, what is expected of
me?, how do | get in contact with other students? and many others.

With this Practical Guide, we hope to guide you through your stay at LIFE.
The first chapter, Arrival, deals with immediate questions upon your arrival.
The second chapter, Paperwork at LIFE, deals with the formalities upon
arrival and the third chapter, Studying at LIFE, deals with issues related to
your studies; academic calendar, exams, grading system, work methods,
study and learning cultures etc.

el

Additionally, you will find information on where to look for more informa-
tion, on where to go if you need assistance at LIFE, on campus facilities and
on campus life.

Questions related to what needs to be done before you leave your home
country and information concerning everyday life in Denmark, e.g. shop-
ping, transport, safety and health, are dealt with in the Study Abroad Guide
that you have received from the Central International Office at the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen.

This Practical Guide is intended for exchange students, including Erasmus

and Nordplus students as well as individual guest students, and internation-
al full degree students at LIFE.

WELCOME - we hope that you will enjoy your stay!

Vice Dean of Education
Grete Bertelsen







ARRIVAL AT LIFE

With direct flight connections to more than 100 cities worldwide, several
international train connections and direct links to the European motorway
system, Copenhagen is easy to reach.

When to arrive?

It is a good idea to allow yourself some time to take care of administrative
matters and to adjust to your new environment before the beginning of the
semester. Be sure to arrive in due time for the first day of instruction.

Arriving by plane

Copenhagen Airport, Kastrup, is located just outside the city. From Terminal
3, you can take the Metro directly to Frederiksberg Metro station in approxi-
mately 15 minutes. The LIFE campus is within walking distance of Frederiks-
berg Metro station (500 metres).

In the same terminal, you will find a direct airport-to-city rail link. In 12
minutes, you will be at Copenhagen Central Station (Kgbenhavns Hoved-
banegard).

Tickets are approximately DKK 34.50/ EUR 4 for both the metro and train.
If you have a lot of luggage, you may prefer a taxi — the approximate cost
from the airport to LIFE is DKK 250/ EUR 30.

Arriving by train

If you come by train, you will arrive in the centre of Copenhagen. From Co-
penhagen Central Station you can take bus No 15 to Bulowsvej. Check the
Travel Planner for more detailed information at www.rejseplanen.dk/bin/
query.exe/en

Arrival Service and First Contact Programme

Arrival Service and First Contact (Buddy/Mentor) Programmes are voluntary
services offered as part of the orientation for new international exchange
students. For international full degree students, an arrival service is ar-
ranged by the Study and Students’ Affairs.

Exchange students need to sign up for the First Contact Programme when
applying for admission. If you choose to sign up, you can be picked up at the
airport and taken to your accommodation. Also, as part of this programme, a
LIFE student (First Contact) will be assigned as your personal contact who will
assist you with some of the practical matters that may arise during the first
few weeks after your arrival.

Furthermore, the First Contact group arranges social activities for Danish and
all international students throughout the semester. This can be anything from




visits to Elsinore Castle or the Carlsberg breweries to a traditional Danish
Christmas lunch.

Accommodation/Housing

The Housing Department at LIFE assists International students and guests in
finding accommodation during their stay in Copenhagen. Further information
on various housing options and other practical matters may be found on the
following website: http:/iwww.life.ku.dk/English/education/accommodation.
aspx. Accommodation in Copenhagen may be difficult to come by and rather
expensive as well; therefore, it is important that you apply within the set
deadlines so that they may assist you in finding a solution that is satisfactory.
Applications are processed in the order which they are received and although
they will do their very best to accommodate your wishes, they cannot
guarantee that all requirements will be met.

The Housing Department is open on weekdays only and it will be necessary
for you to arrange for someone to pick up your key, if you arrive outside of-
fice hours that run from 9:30 am to 3 pm. If you have signed up for “Arrival
Service” your key will be collected for you. Please remember to notify fc-coor-
dinator@life.ku.dk about your arrival date, time and also indicate your flight
number. As a full degree student, you must submit the “Arrival Service Form”
which has been sent to you.

Finding your address

If LIFE has found accommodation for you, you will have received an “Accom-
modation Letter” with your Danish address. This letter also contains impor-
tant information concerning payment of rent etc.

Student accommodation will primarily be located in the Copenhagen area.

The LIFE campus

The LIFE main campus is located close to the centre of Copenhagen. The
administration building is at 17 Bulowsvej, where you will find Study and Stu-
dents’ Affairs and the Secretariat for Internationalisation. Student Services is
located at 40 Thorvaldsensvej. Please refer to the map of the campus on our
website: www.life.ku.dk/English/Service/find_us.aspx

Orientation meeting

Welcome and orientation meetings for exchange students and full degree
students are held in August/September and February. At the orientation
meeting, you will be introduced to LIFE and its facilities. Practical and aca-
demic matters related to studying at LIFE will be discussed, and you will have
a chance to meet other students. We strongly recommend that you attend
this meeting. Information about the time and place will be sent to you by e-

mail prior to your arrival.



PAPERWORK AT LIFE

University forms

By now you have been through the application and admission procedures
at LIFE and have received your Letter of Admission from the University of
Copenhagen as well as your Welcome Letter from LIFE. It is very important
that you bring both letters, as they serves as official confirmation of your
enrolment. As a full degree student you will need to bring your Letter of
Admission from the Faculty of Life Sciences.

Before departure, exchange students must check with their home university
to make sure they have all the necessary official forms. Some universities
have special forms that need to be signed by the University of Copenhagen/
LIFE upon arrival, e.g. confirmation of arrival, learning agreements etc.

Arrival confirmation for exchange students

If you need a signature and/or stamp on documents confirming your arrival
or your study period at LIFE, please contact the Secretariat for Internation-
alisation.

Learning agreement for exchange students

Typically, a learning agreement will have been signed before departure
as part of the application procedure. However, if you still need signatures
please contact the Secretariat for Internationalisation.

Student ID cards

All students at LIFE must have a student ID card. You will receive informa-
tion on how to obtain a student ID card in your Letter of Admission. For
more information, please refer to the Study Abroad Guide that you have
received from the Central International Office of the University of Copen-
hagen. Normally, you should pick up your student ID card at the Central
International Office when you arrive.

Library card
You can obtain a LIFE library card at the information desk at the LIFE Library.

Opening an e-mail account

In your Letter of Admission from the University of Copenhagen and your
Welcome Letter from LIFE you will receive information on the Web services
including information on how to open an e-mail account. You will need to
have a University of Copenhagen address as well as a LIFE address and you
will need to check both mail accounts regularly!







STUDYING AT LIFE

About LIFE

Until its merger with the University of Copenhagen in January 2007, the Fac-
ulty of Life Sciences (LIFE) was known as the Royal Veterinary and Agricul-
tural University. It was established in 1858 to « raise agriculture in Denmark
to a higher level » and to solve the most serious problems of that time, such
as malnutrition, cattle plague and problems with hygiene.

Today the challenges are different, but LIFE still adresses the important
issues of the day, including obesity, molecular gastronomy, stem cells and
sustainable biofuel. LIFE's seven core competences are :

Animals, ethics and welfare

Climate, energy and environment

Food and health

Plants and natural resources

Politics, economics and developing countries
Forest, land and urban development
Biotechnology

LIFE offers a wide variety of scientific subjects including natural science,
veterinary medicine, animal science, environmental science, agriculture,
horticulture, landscape architecture and landscape ecology, forestry, food
science, human nutrition, biotechnology and agricultural economics.

Approximately 3,500 full-time BSc, MSc and PhD students are enrolled at
LIFE and there are more than 1,800 employees of whom half are teaching/
research staff and half are technical/administrative staff. Internationalisa-
tion is given high priority at LIFE. With more than 400 international students
from all over the world on campus, LIFE offers a bustling international study
environment.

The 17 hectare Frederiksberg campus area — within walking distance from
downtown Copenhagen — houses research and education facilities, including
a hospital for small animals and greenhouses. The botanical garden and the
LIFE Library are both open to the public.

LIFE also has an arboretum in Hersholm and four experimental farms in
Taastrup, approximately 20 km from the main campus (a total of 250 hect-
ares). Additionally the Taastrup campus houses the large animal hospital
and the Pometum - LIFE's collection of fruit trees and fruit bushes.






